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• St Leonards is a growing mixed use centre located on Sydney’s lower 

North Shore. It is located approximately 600 metres from Crows Nest 

Village, 2 kilometres from North Sydney Centre and 3 kilometres from 

Chatswood.  

• The buildings are a mix of medium-high density commercial and mixed 

use developments near the station and older low-medium scale commercial 

offices.  

• A Plan for Growing Sydney (2014) identifies St Leonards as a ‘Strategic 

Centre’ - a major hub for employment and activity on the Global 

Economic Corridor. It is the 6th largest employment centre in the 

metropolitan area, supporting 33,000 jobs. 

• Employment land is concentrated within 400m of the station, 

particularly within the Royal North Shore Hospital and the business 

district on the southern side of the highway. Large corporates such 

as IBM, and small-medium sized information media, telecommunications, 

professional services and local up-and-coming high technology 

enterprises are located along the Pacific Highway, Atchison St and 

Chandos St.  

• In the 2011 census, St Leonards had a residential population of 4,467 

people, 90% of which lived in a flat, unit or apartment. This figure 

is set to grow with a number of recent LEP amendments to allow tall, 

residential flat buildings south of the highway. 

• St Leonards is an established and well serviced transport interchange 

with around half the trips made to the area by public transport and 

80% of those are by train. In November 2015 the State Government 

announced the Sydney Metro will include a station at Crows Nest.  

• The centre straddles three local government areas: North Sydney, 

Willoughby and Lane Cove. 
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• An appropriate height for the residential tower should be 

determined having careful regard to the local context and desired 

future character of St Leonards, as outlined in Council’s Study, 

and close examination of the environmental impacts of the built 

form. This must include an assessment of overshadowing of both 

existing and proposed residential towers and the proposed plaza 

on the southern side of the Pacific Highway in the Lane Cove 

local government area. 

• A 1,300m2 tower footprint, supporting as many as 13 apartments 

per floor is considered by the Panel to be excessive. A smaller 

floorplate, of around 800-900m2 would offer a residential 

development of higher amenity and design quality, and a more 

slender, refined architectural form No further attempt was made 

by the proponents to pursue either of these schemes following 

the advice of the Design Excellence Panel.   

• A commercial podium of around 6 storeys fronting Christie Street 

Reserve may be more appropriate. 

• FSR should be calculated excluding the Christie Street Reserve 

and the Sergeants Lane area. 

• The connectivity of any proposed retail space is critical. Retail 

is most successful at ground level. 
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• To provide a wide range of retail, business, office, entertainment, 

community and other suitable land uses that serve the needs of the 

local and wider community. 

• To encourage appropriate employment opportunities in accessible 

locations. 

• To maximise public transport patronage and encourage walking and 

cycling. 

• To prohibit further residential development in the core of the North 

Sydney Centre. 

• To minimise the adverse effects of development on residents and 

occupiers of existing and new development. 

• To enable land to be used for public open space or recreational 

purposes. 

• To provide a range of recreational settings and activities and 

compatible land uses. 
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• To protect and enhance the natural environment for recreational 

purposes. 

• To ensure sufficient public recreation areas are available for the 

benefit and use of residents of, and visitors to, North Sydney. 

 

(a)  to promote development that conforms to and reflects natural 

landforms, by stepping development on sloping land to follow the 

natural gradient, 

(b)  to promote the retention and, if appropriate, sharing of existing 

views, 

(c)  to maintain solar access to existing dwellings, public reserves 

and streets, and to promote solar access for future development, 

(d)  to maintain privacy for residents of existing dwellings and to 

promote privacy for residents of new buildings, 

(e)  to ensure compatibility between development, particularly at zone 

boundaries, 

(f)  to encourage an appropriate scale and density of development that 

is in accordance with, and promotes the character of, an area. 
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The design centres around the feature offer, Christie Green. This lush 

open green space is maximized in area, amenity and activity. The Green 

bleeds into the public domain creating an enlarged public domain 

offering as well as dynamic seating edges so both sides of the park 

are activated. This 450mm high seating wall with feature kangaroo paw 

mass planting encompassing the space allows clear sight lines and 

views from any angle of the public domain. 
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These guidelines also identify a separate option for a ‘tall building’ 

being accommodated on 100 Christie Street in line with the Study, 

should the amalgamation of the three sites not be possible. It should 

be emphasised that only one of these options may be pursued 
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